
MINUTES OF JOINT PRACTICE PPG MEETING HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 18TH JUNE 2014, 7.00PM  AT PARK SURGERY 

 
 

1. PRESENT:- Nigel Hallam    
Jane Wharton 
Dr Adam Tooley 
Mary Vukajlovic 

   A. Stone 
   A. Wardle 
   Lesley Hall 
   Vic Hall 

Mary Shaw 
   Barry Wood 
   Cate Starr 

Stacie Wilson  
   Carol Lockwood 
   Claire Haynes 
   Debbie Bostock 

Sue Wright 
 

APOLOGIES:- John Flinders 
 
 
2. Nigel welcomed Claire Haynes to give the group an update on the Heanor 
Hospital site following a further public meeting held on 29th May 2014.  
 
A number of points were covered at the meeting. It was reported that it would 
not be feasible for the site to host a birthing unit as the number of predicted 
births was significantly too few. The new Florence Shipley building will have a 
small number of nursing beds paid for by the health authority to allow patients 
to stay local. Claire then informed the group of the preferred option. This 
would involve the current building being demolished and rebuilt, to be 
replaced by a health centre hopefully incorporating services that are currently 
at Wilmot Street. There is a consultation document which is currently having 
the finishing touches put to it which will be made widely available to the public 
during the twelve week consultation period. 
 
Claire then asked the group if they had any questions. 
 
Members then asked the following questions:- 
 
How are you engaging with parents and those who will benefit from 
childrens services being moved to the new site? 
Claire has liaised with people attending Sure Start centres, schools, 
community fairs and events at the local churches. These places are generally 
well attended by this group of people. 
 
 



Will people be able to complete online surveys at the various events you 
will be attending over the consultation period? 
Claire said that unfortunately, due to limitations with wifi, this will not be 
possible. However, if members of the public are more than welcome to 
contact her face to face at these events or by telephone or in writing at any 
time. 
 
What is the catchment area that you will be consulting with over the 90 
day period? 
Heanor, Loscoe, Shipley, Horsley, Horsley Woodhouse and Langley Mill. 
 
Have you attended the local supermarkets to try and speak to the 
general public? 
Claire said that this was a waste of time as people were in a rush or being 
generally rude and unhelpful when asked their opinions. 
 
How will the hospital be staffed? 
The clinics will be run by consultants attending from the major hospitals in 
Nottingham and Derby. Local GP’s workloads will not be increased by the 
health centre. 
 
 
Now that a preferred option has been chosen, won’t this make it more 
difficult to engage with the public? 
The preferred option has been decided after a lot of consultation with the 
public. Public opinion will still be taken into account during the 90 day 
consultation period.  
 
Is the old Heanor Hospital site the best location for the new building? 
The land belongs to the local health authority and cannot be sold due to legal 
covenant created when the land was given by the Miller Mundy family.  
 
Is the money for the new building definitely secured? 
Yes, as far as Claire is aware the money for is there and ready for building 
work to begin. 
 
Nigel thanked Claire for attending the meeting and updating the group. 
 
3. Nigel then introduced Debbie Bostock and Sue Wright from the medicines 
management team. They explained to the group that they are currently 
attending local groups, i.e. stroke groups, dementia groups and PPG’s, to try 
and ascertain problems with repeat prescribing. 
 
Debbie went on to tell the group that unused prescription medicines cost the 
NHS £300million every year. The medicines management team are trying to 
educate patients in responsible ordering and also GP practices and hospitals 
in sensible prescribing. Sue is currently working alongside care homes to try 
and reduce the amount of medications wasted there. 
 
 



Nigel invited questions from members. 
 
Anthony asked Debbie and Sue why medication cannot be re-used when it is 
returned to the pharmacy in sealed packaging. Debbie advised that it cannot 
be assured that this medication has been stored correctly therefore it is not 
safe to then re-prescribe it to another patient. Anthony also raised concern 
that a number of his medications are often supplied to him by the pharmacy in 
a different colours/ shapes each time he collects them. This leads to 
confusion for him and he is often told by health professionals to throw his 
medication away and start again!  Debbie and Sue advised him to speak to 
his usual pharmacist and they will be able to help by making a note on his 
records to always try to prescribe the same brand. 
 
Debbie and Sue thanked the group and left some referral forms for practices 
to refer patients to them if they are having ongoing problems with their repeat 
medication. 
 
4. Update on PPG’s 
Nigel invited each PPG to provide an update. 
 
Brooklyn PPG is still fairly new and the group is trying to recruit new 
members. 
 
Kelvingrove only had one member attend who was new to the group and 
therefore had nothing to really report to the other PPG’s. 
 
5 & 6. Jane Wharton and Dr Tooley had nothing to report. 
 
7. Members had no other business. 
 
It was agreed that a further group PPG meeting would be useful and a date 
was set for Wednesday 15th October at 7pm, to be held at Park Surgery. 
 
 
 


